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a — 
W* have receiv aidved several letters 
commending the address deliv- 
ered at the Woman's Board of Home 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church 


which was published in our last issue. 
Mrs. Mary Grant Cramer and Rev. G. 


W. Chamberlain, D. D., the veteran 
Presbyterian missionary of Brazil, also 
spoke at that meeting. Mrs. Cramer 


said the history of the Roman Catholic 
Church showed that it had not been a 
blessing to mankind and that its aggres- 
sions in our country should be resisted. 
Dr. Chamberlain said Rome 
Babylon of the Scriptures and its his- 
tory was written in blood. To realize 
fully its spirit one should live in a Ca- 
tholic country like Brazil, where he had 
spent thirty-seven years. 

The President of the Board said she 
usually had Protestant servants in her 
family and they all attend family devo- 
tions; but recently she took a Catholic 
girl who said her priest would not per- 
mit her to be present where the Bible 
was read and 
fered. 
and he replied that the girl was right. 
He could not allow one of his flock to 
join in Protestant family prayers. 


was the 


‘* Protestant prayers ’’ of- 


Mrs. James wrote to the priest, 
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The Jesuits Do Not Love Us. 

The Jesuits and their agents never 
cease their attacks on the work in which 
we are engaged. They do not love us, 
and when one of their novices who has 
been their dupe comes to us and is con- 
verted by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
their anger overflows into malice. 
Thank God, Mr. Stuart is now safe from 


them, and denounces their iniquities. 





Compensations in the Work. 

But if there are Jesuits and others 
of the the Roman 
Church, by God's grace there are also 
good people, and it has been a delight to 
be of service to many of these, to be the 
instrument of God in leading them toa 
knowledge of Christ the Saviour and to 
strengthen them in the faith in which 
all Christians rejoice. 


‘“baser sort’’ in 


These have been 
The 
evidence of souls converted, and especi- 
ally priests whose special difficulties of 
traiiting and development we stared, 
have comforted us day by day. In the 
life and work of every human being 
there are trials to be borne, difficulties 
to be surmounted, thank God, 
Dear old Dr. 
Andrew Murray, whose teaching at the 
Northfield Conference was so helpfui, 
counsels every Christian whose lines fall 
in hard places at times to say: 


the compensations in the work. 


and, 


victories to be won. 


First—God brought me here; it is by 
His will I am in this strait place; in 
that will I rest. 

Next-—He will keep me in His love, 
and give me grace in this trial to be- 
have as His child. 

Then— He will make the trial a bless- 
ing, teaching me the lessons He means 
me to learn, and working in me the 
grace He intends for me. 

Last—In His good time He can bring 
me out again, how and when He knows. 

Thus we can say: Iam here by God’s 
appointment; under 
Amen. 


in His keeping; 


His training; for His time 
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Piease Renew Subscriptions for rgoo. 


The next issue of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC will be dated January 1900, 
the last year of the nineteenth century. 
With the blessing of Almighty God and 
the co operation of our friends the cen- 
tury will close with a good record for 
the magazine. The renewal of sub- 
scriptions on the part of the tried and 
true friends who have taken the maga- 
zine for years, and an increase in the 
circulation by sending us new subscrib- 
ers will be great factors in the success 
which we hope will be achieved in the 
New Year. Nearly all of the subscrip- 
tions expire with this issue. A prompt 
renewal will be the best kind of co- 
operation. Theexpenses of publication 
are met by. the subscriptions received. 
Hence it is necessary to send the renew- 
als as soon as possible 


Delinquent Subscriptions Equal Christ’s 
Mission Debt. 


In looking over our mail list we find 
that the amount due from subscribers 
who have forgotten us for the last two 
years is equal to the debt on Christ’s 
Mission—$3.400. There are many 
others on the list who have not paid 
anything for three years. And yet THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC goes to them 
regularly every month. That there is 
samething wrong about such a state ot 
things all will agree. But how to rem- 
edy the matter and make the wrong 
right, is the question. It is easy to say 
the magazine ought not to be sent when 
the subscription is not paid. But as it 
is doing good wherever it goes, instead 
of curtailing its circulation we would 
increase it a thousandfold if we could. 
Who, then, will pay the expense of 
publication? We leave our readers to 
answer that question. In all earnest- 
ness we ask those friends who are behind 
in their subscriptions to give this matter 
some consideration. One dollar a year 
is a small amount from each person who 
is interested in this work. 














Conversions Among Syrian Priests. 


The conversion of the Syrian Catholic 
priest, Antonius Sharkie, who, after ex- 
periencing the care of Christ’s Mission 
for nine months, is now pursuing a 
course of study at the French-American 
College, Springfield, Mass., has led 
other priests in Syria to give earnest at- 
tention to religious subjects, and sever- 
al have been converted. One of those 
priests came to Christ’s Mission last 
month. Rev. Dr. Jessup of Beirut, 
in a letter dated October 6, says that 
another Catholic priest from South Leb- 
anon has left the Roman fold. 

Dr. Jessup also sent us some copies of 
Mr. Sharkie’s general epistle to his 
brethren in Syria printed in Arabic and 
published at Cairo, Egypt. We be- 
speak an interest in the prayers of our 
readers for this work among the priests 
in Syria. May the light of the Gospel 
enter their minds and the love of Christ 
be shed abroad in their hearts, 





Convents and Convent Schools. 


During the coming year we hope to 
give much attention to convents and 
convent schools where Protestant par- 
ents send their children. A series of 
articles on the subject will be of general 
interest. In political and social life 
Protestant graduates of these schools are 
considerable factors in advancing the in- 
terestsof the Roman Church. There is 
a network of intrigue connected with 
the Roman Catholic Church in this 
country that in its ramifications embrac- 
es all classes of soeiety. ‘‘ Be Vigi- 
lant’’ should be the watchword of every 
American who does not wish to see 
our Republic reduced to the condition 
of those nations where Jesuitism pre- 
vails. Protestant parents should con- 
sider well what the consequences are 
likely to be when they send their chil- 
dren to convent schools. If such per- 
sons read THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
they would be wiser and happier. 
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Roman Catholic Degeneracy. 


The article from the Jesuit paper com- 
paring Protestant and Catholic countries 
and Dr. MacArthur's brilliant resume 
of statistics will command attention. 
The Roman Catholics of Canada should 
be included in the Jesuit’s category of 
unprogressive peoples. Even that 
staunch friend of Rome, the New York 
Sun, is compelled to admit in a leading 
article in its issue of November 20, 
1899: ‘‘* That the French-Canadians of 
the province of Quebec are not in the 
front rank of progressive civilization, is 
well known to all who have seen them 
in their own country and to those who 
have had to deal with them in the parts 
of this country to which they have mi- 
grated in numbers estimated variously 
at from one million to three-quarters of 
a million.’’ 


Good Work in South America. 


Notwithstanding the revolutions, now 
at full height, in the republics south of 
us—Venezuela, Colombia and Peru— 
American missionaries continue their 
work unmolested. The Roman Church 
is active in politics, but in every country 
liberal laws are enacted that deprive the 
priests of some of their special privileges. 
A letter from Guayaquil, Ecuador, dat- 
ed October 21, informs us that THE 
CONVERTED CATAOLIC is greatly prized 
there by the American missionaries, the 
Rev. J. A. Strain and wife, and adds: 
‘‘ We find the conditions here in Ecua- 
dor very much like some of the practices 
you mention in your magazine. The 
priests here are very much excited over 
the law of the jatronata, which has re- 
cently been passed, taking from the 
clergy all fees, and giving them a stated 
government support. There is also a 
‘ civil marriage ’ bill before the Cong- 
ress, which has had already a second 
reading and we are praying that it may 
be passed. May the dear Lord bless 
you abundantly in your work for Him.’’ 
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AFTER TWENTY YEA 


BY 





RS. 


THE EDITOR. 


*HOUGH THE CONVERTED CATHO- 
F rc is only sixteen yearsold,the work 
it represeuts is four years older. The 
Editor began to preach in New York in 
September 1879 and has continued in the 
good work ever since. Before this maga- 


zine waS commenced he 


wrote many 
articles for various religious papers, the 
substance of which was derived from the 
sermons and lectures he delivered in 
Masonic Temple,where the Sunday eve- 
ning meetings were held before the 
present building, Christ's Mission, was 
obtained for the exclusive use of this 
evangelistic movement. Among the 
articles contributed to the press was a 
series of ‘‘ Letters to Cardinal McClos- 
key’’ which appeared in the New York 
Witness, covering a period of two years. 
Those ‘‘ Letters ’' were widely read and 
copied into many religious papers in 
this country and Canada, in England 
and Australia. When they were col- 
lected and publisied in book form in 
Mr. John Dougall, the vener- 
able editor of the lV’7/ness, who was also 
the founder of the Montreal Wtness, 
said in an introduction to the volume: 

The letters of the Rev. James A. 
O’Connor to Cardinal McCloskey, 
which are brought together in this vol- 
ume, appeared serially in the New York 
Weekly \\ittness, and were, I have rea- 
son to believe, perused with deep inter- 
est by a large class of its readers; as 
also by many Roman Catholic priests 
and laymen to whom the papers were 


lent or sent by a number of sybscribers 
to the IVztness. 

I may add that I read with pleasure 
these instructive letters as they appear- 
ed, and hope that they will enlighten 
many readers in the future asthey have 
done in the past on the questions at 
issue between the Church ot Rome and 
the Bible JOHN DOUGALL. 

October 18, 1882. 


18382 


The service of twenty years in this 
work of evangelizing the Roman Ca- 
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tholics aud making the Pope, bishops 
and priests behave themselves has been 
blessed in results. The people have 
been converted in large numbers and the 
hand of fellowship and friendship has 
been extended to sixty-five priests who 
have come out of the Church of Rome. 
It has been a great privilege to welcome 
those priests and instruct them in the 
way of the Lord by bringing to their at- 
tention the fundamental truths of Chris- 
tianity and presenting Christ as the 
Saviour by whom we have access unto 
the Father. His wordis: ‘* And I, if 
I be lifted up, will draw all men unto 
Me.’’ The Roman Church has kept 
Him in the background, a dead Christ, 
and neither the priests nor the people 
know that He is ever living to make in- 
tercession for them. 

One of the first priests that came to 
me was the Rev. Daniel McFaul, who 
had preceded me as a student in St. 
Mary's Seminary, Baltimore. He was 
a priest in Maine when he read one of 
my letters in the papers. He came to 
see me, and his visit lasted a year. 
Then he took a course of study in Drew 
Seminary, Madison, N. J., and became 
a minister of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the Wilmington Conference, 
where he has since labored most suc- 
cessfully as pastor and preacher. 

Brother McFaul read the ‘‘ Letters to 
Cardinal McCloskey ’* 
did 
came to me. 


with great inter- 
many other priests who 

Opening the volume re- 
cently I found a note in the handwriting 
of one of those priests as follows: 

‘‘T had no friend in whom I could 
confide in my helpless state of doubt 
until I heard of Mr. O’Connor. 

‘* Pride prevented me from telling my 
parents or relatives, who could 
sympathize with me. 


est, as 


not 


‘* Pride also did not permit me te 
communicate with Protestants and make 
them acquainted with my difficulties. 

‘* Day after day I went about with a 
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weary heart until I learned that I 
would have to lean on God and trust in 
Him.”’ 

I donot remember who that priest 
was. Indeed it requires an effort of mem- 
ory to recall the names of those brethren 
who have come to me these twenty 
years. Butitis certain that the man 
who wrote those sentences found the 
pearl of great price in the knowledge of 
Christ the Saviour. 

The work has been growing in im- 
portance every year from the first. In 
1881 I first went to Northfield, Mass., 
to attend the conference for Bible study, 
bearing a letter of introduction to Mr. 
Moody from Mr. William E. Dodge of 
this city. This letter was voluntarily 
sent by Mr. Dodge, whom I had never 
met. Like other Christian men in New 
York, he had known from the press— 
for in those days the papers used to re- 
port the meetings held in Masonic 
Temple—that this work was conducted 
on Christian lines for the Catholics and 
against the Roman Church, with zeal 
and discretion for the conversion of the 
people and energy and boldness in de- 
nouncing the iniquities of the Roman 
machine. 

At Northfield I learned the evangeli- 
cal faith in its and beautiful 
simplicity, and ever since I have tried 
to preach it to all whom I could reach 
by voice or pen. 


fulness 


The record of what has been done for 
the last sixteen years is found in the 
pages of this magazine. Those sixteen 
volumes are not composed of dead mat- 
ter, but of work pulsating with life and 
breathing a spirit of kindness and love. 

Many of those converted priests are 
now useful men inthe ministry of the 
Gospel, in ministering to the sick as 
physicians and in other walks of life. 
Two of the latest that came to Christ's 
Mission have fine positions, one in a 
business house, the other as a teacher. 
Three are in Chicago, one of them a 


physician in charge of a large hospital 
and a Christian worker at the same 
time, another superintendent of an im- 
portant mission. One is a missionary 
in Porto Rico and another in Jamaica, 
West Indies. One is a physiciar in 
Connecticut, and another in Philadel- 
phia. Oneis teaching in Michigan, an- 
other in a college in Indiana, and an- 
other is a pastor in this city. 

Of the young menthat came to me 
from Roman Catholic seminaries one is 
a pastor in Montana, and another a 
soldier in Manila where heis also active 
in the work of the Young Mens Chris- 
tian Association. Another after gradu- 
ating from Princeton Seminary and from 
Harvard University is distinguished in 
literature and science. Not all of those 
converted priests are in the professions, 
however, for one is successfully con- 
ducting a laundry in this city. 

Now, after these twenty years, while 
the eye is not dim, nor the natural force 
abated, I am reminded of the remark of 
the famous Rev. Sam Jones of Georgia. 
Writing to a friend recently he said in his 
quaint way: 
while. 


‘‘T must quit work for a 
I have been twenty-seven years 
wearing myself out. My wife sits and 
looks sad at times and says, ‘I have 
been telling you this for ten years.’ But 
there is a good deal of me left yet. If 
grace and prit will hold out, I will soon 
be on deck again, I hope.’’ 

Under the circumstances Sam Jones 
is wise to quit work fora time. A dis- 
patch from Kansas City, Missouri, in 
the New York 777zbune, November 18, 
said Mr. Moody has been compelled to 
give up all work for the present, suffer- 
ing from heart trouble and overwork. 

While this work has been a blessing 
to many and has rejoiced the hearts of 
all who have taken part in it by their 
prayers, their gifts or personal efforts; 
while difficulties have been overcome 
and annoyances brushed aside, and th 
workers have cast their care upon the 
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Lord, who careth for all who trust in 
Him, there have been bereavements that 
have affected the heart so seriously that 
a brief respite from routine work has 
been recommended as essential to suc- 
cessful laborin the future. 

A rest in the near future would not 
mean an interruption of thepleasure and 
delight in editing the magazine, for it will 
be published as long as I live, but a re- 
spite from the daily care of the general 
mission work, which is very exacting. 
However desirable such a rest might be, 
there are many difficulties in the way 
of obtaining it. These obstacles could 
be removed by the friends who are in- 
terested in this work and wish to see it 
continued if they would communicate 
with me. ‘‘ Finally, brethren, pray for 
us,’’ says the inspired writer, ‘‘ for we 
trust we havea good conscience, in all 
things willing to live honestly. 

‘* But I beseech you the rather to do 
this, that I may be restored to you the 
sooner.’’ (Heb. 13.) 1.a&c0S. 


“The Converted Catholic” 
for 1900. 





As this number of THE CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC goes out of our hands 
into the hands—and let us hope the 
hearts—of our readers, we give thanks 
to God for His loving kindness and 
tender mercy that has enabled us to 
edit and publish the magazine for the 
last sixteen years. We hope this vol- 
ume is equal to, if not better than, any 
of the preceding years. We have done 
our best, and as the good soul wished 
to say in his epitaph: 

When I am dead and gone, 

And the mould is on my breast, 

Don’t say he did well or ill, 

Only he did his best. 
One’s best is poor at best. But it is good 
todo one’s test, and blessed is he whose 
labor is not in vain in the Lord. That 
is our comfort. 


The work connected with this maga- 


zine and the religious movement it rep- 
resents has not been an easy task. Those 
we seek most to benefit—the Roman 
Catholics—have been taught by their 
Church to despitefully use us, and 
though we have paid no attention to 
their vile attacks in personal abuse and 
scurrilous letters which are of weekly 
occurrence, it is hard to labor for the 
spiritual enlightenment of such people. 





CHRIST’S MISSION SERVICES. 





HIS season the chapel of Christ’s 
Mission has been filled every Sun- 
day evening and many Catholics have 
been present. Several ministers have 
helped Pastor O'Connor in preaching, 
including Drs. Albert B. King and 
Frank Rogers Morse. ‘Two very inter- 
esting addresses were delivered by Dr. 
Theodore MacDonald Stuart, who 
came to Christ’s Mission in September 
from the Jesuit Novitiate at Fraderick, 
Maryland, and whom Father Purbrick, 
the Provincial of the Jesuitsin this city, 
had received into the Order last year. 
Dr. Stuart is a man of culture, a gradu- 
ate of the University of Munich, who 
has had a unique experience in the 
Greek Church, of which he was a priest, 
and later in the Roman fold, where the 
Jesuits unwittingly opened his eyes. In 
his address Sunday evening, November 
19, he was bold and fearless in his denun- 
ciation of the trickery and deception of 
the Jesuits; and he was equally firm in 
his renurciation of the mummeries and 
superstitions of those old churches, the 
Greek and Roman, whose services con- 
sist in vain ceremonies without the sub- 
stance of spiritual life. They are de- 
caying, they are dying, he said, while 
Protestantism is full of life and vigor, 
quickened by the Spirit of God, and 
strengthened by the presence of Christ. 
Now he accepted the Protestant faith 
with all his heart, and for this he was 
indebted to Pastor O’Connor. 








Presbyterians Discuss Rom- 
anism. 





~HE Presbyterian Ministers’ Associ- 

ation of New York, of which the 
editor of THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
is amember, meets every Monday morn- 
ing at the Presbyterian Building, Fifth 
avenue and Twentieth street, for the 
consideration and discussion of religious 
topics. These sometimes take a wide 
range. The meetings are private, 
though any minister may be introduced 
for a session and take part in the delib- 
erations. It sometimes happens, how- 
ever, that reporters for the press find 
their way into the meetings and give 
publicity to what they consider sensa- 
tional in the discussion of the topics 
presented. This occurred at the meet- 
ing on November 6 when the Rev. Dr. 
David G. Wylie of the Scotch Presby- 
terian Church, this city, read an essay 
in commendation of the Roman Catho- 
li¢ Church. All of the New York 
morning papers had a report of this 
meeting written by the same hand—we 
presume a representative of the Associ- 
ated Press. 


anh 


The 7ribune said: 


At the Presbyterian Ministers’ Asso- 
ciation meeting, which was held yester- 
day morning in the Presbyterian Build- 
ing, the Rev. Dr. David G. Wylie read 
a paper entitled ‘‘ The Services of the 
Roman Catholic Church to American 
Civilization,’’ which aroused an inter- 
esting discussion. Dr. Wylie took a 
view of his subject which somewhat sur- 
prised his hearers, as he bestowed high 
praise on the Roman Catholic Church 
for many things. 

A number of clergymen said that they 
had listened to Dr. Wylie’s paper with 
pleasure, but they could not agree with 
many of his assertions, although they 
conceded that the Protestant churches 
could learn much from the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church. 
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‘* Give the devil his due,’’ was the 
terse reply of one minister when called 
upon for remarks, an answer that arous- 
ed laughter. 

Another said: ‘‘ We ought to give 
all that is due, as some brother has said, 
to the devil, although I would not char- 
acterize the Catholic Church as the 
devil.’’ 

Said another: ‘‘ There is truth and 
error combined in the Roman Catholic 
Church—more error than truth—and 
its influence is injurious to our Ameri- 
can civilization.’’ 

Another disputed Dr. Wylie’s asser- 
tion that the Roman Church promoted 
education and combined education and 
religion in a commendable way. 


Some of the other papers, besides the 
foregoing report, had a paragraph, 
which the 77zbune omitted, as follows: 

‘‘Another minister said he would as- 
sume from the paper that it had been 
written after a conference with Roman 
Catholic priests. These, he said, would 
give the most plausible accounts of the 
workings of their Church, which would 
not be true. Dr. Wylie broke in to say 
that the paper had been written after 
consultation with the Catholic Church 
ecclesiastics, Cardinal Gibbons 
and Archbishop Corrigan down.”’ 


from 


For Monday, November 13, the news- 
papers announced: that the Rev. A. 
Nelson Hollifield, D. D., of Newark, 
N. J., would read a paper on ‘‘The Re- 
lation of the Roman Catholic Church to 
the American Republic.’’ As Dr. Hol- 
lifield’s paper will be published we re- 
frain from comment on the subject un- 
til it The papers also an- 
nounced that at the meeting of the 
Ministers’ Association on December 4 
the Rev. James A. O'Connor would 
read a paper on ‘‘Americanism in the 
Roman Catholic Church.’’ This will 
also appear in a future issue of Tur 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


appears. 
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Denounces Purga- 
tory. 


The New York Sun of November 14 
had the following dispatch: 

BuFFALO, N. Y., Nov. 13.—Rev. Geo. 
Zurcher, pastor of St. Joseph’s Roman 
Catholic Church, delivered asermon on 
November 5 in which he attacked the 
practice of collecting money for the 
special remembrance of souls in purga- 
tory in the masses said on All Souls’ 
Day. He declared that the masses were 
for the souls of those who had no friends 
on earth to pray for them. Father 
Zurcher said in his sermon: 

‘*On the Sunday before All Souls’ 
Day, in some churches, envelopes are 
distributed among the people. Every 
envelope contains a printed sheet of 
paper directing that the names of dead 
friends be written thereon, the whole 
list signed by the one who writes the 
names. It 


A Priest 


is customary to inclose 
a money offering in the envelope. On 
All Souls’ Day the priest collects these 
envelopes with their contents. Now 
wherever the practice creates or gives 
the impression that the All Souls’ Day 
mass is said exclusively for those whose 
names are collected in the envelopes, it 
isafraud. I say it isa fraud because 
the All Souls’ Day mass which is writ- 
ten in every mass book on the altar of 
the Catholic Church for that day, is 
what its title and name says, a mass for 
And if a 
priest should wish to remember in the 
mass of that day the soul of any one in 
particular, or of such whose names are 
written on sheets of paper or for whom 
money is offered, it must be understood 
by the people that these souls would 
have a share in the mass on that day, 
even if their names had 
lected by the priest. 


all the souls in purgatory. 


not been col- 
Should you ever 
attend mass on All Souls’ Day ina 
church where this fraud is practiced, 


denounce it. Let the envelopes alone. 


Tell your friends to do the same.”’ 

At the close of his sermon Father 
Zurcher spoke to his congregation in a 
way which indicated that he anticipated 
removal. Three days later Vicar Gen- 
eral M. P. Connery, administrator of 
the diocese, who saw a report of Father 
Zurcher’s sermon in print, wrote to him, 
charging that Father Zurcher had in- 
sulted the Church and subverted the 
truth. Father Connery demanded a 
denial that Father Zurcher had uttered 
the sermon or a public retraction of it, 
under pain of suspension, and com- 
manded him to appear before him on 
Saturday last. This Father Zurcher 
failed to do, and yesterday he repeated 
his sermon and nailed the manuscript 
to the pulpit. Father Zurcher declined 
to talk about the matter to-day because 
he was ordered several mouths ago not 
to taik for publication. The cause of 
this command was the interviews which 
Father Zurcher had given on the ques- 
tion of temperance among the clergy 
and the sale of beer at church picnics. 
His book ‘‘ Monks and Their Decline’”’ 
was placed in the Index Expurgatorius. 
His best known work is ‘‘ Handcuffs on 
Alcoholism.’’ Father Zurcher was such 
an aggressive temperance advocate that 
the Bishop ordered him to sever his con- 
nection with the Catholic Total Abstin- 
ence Union and not preach temperance. 

Some months ago we received one 
hundred copies of Father Zurcher’s 
book, ‘‘ Monks and their Decline,’’ 
which was condemned at Rome because 
every word of it was true. 
are nearly all gone. We shall try to 
obtain another supply. If we fail we 
shall print the book in this magazine. 

Father Zahm of the University ot 
Notre Dame, Indiana, one of the most 
learned men in the Roman Church, has 
also been honored by having his book 
‘* Evolution and Degma’’ placed on 
the Index. He submits temporarily. 


The copies 
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PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC NATIONS COMPARED. 





THE JESUITS ACKNOWLEDGE ROME’S DECADENCE. 


SERIES of articles comparing 
vn Protestant and Roman nations 
recently appeared in the New York 
Freeman's Journal, a Roman Catholic 
paper which the Rev. Dr. L. A. Lam- 
bert is trying to keep alive. It is own- 
ed by the Fords, of /rish World notor- 
iety, and is partly made up of plate 
matter from that wild Irish paper. 
These articles were translated from the 
Civilta Cattolica, the organ of the Jesu- 
its in Europe. As Jesuitism or ultra- 
montanism and Romanism are synono- 
mous terms, this Italian paper voices 
the convictions of all true Roman Ca- 
tholics. The oath of the Jesuits binds 
then to the Pope, and he speaks through 
them. The attempt of Cardinal Gib- 
bons, Archbishop Ireland and the Paul- 
ist Fathers to throw dust in the eyes of 
the public by their ‘‘liberalism’’ and 
‘* Americanism ’’ has been exposed by 
the Jesuits and denounced by the Pope 
himself in his letter to Cardinal Gibbons 
last January. The Jesuits are adepts 
in escaping the logic of facts, but they 
also hate the “‘liberals’’ in the Roman 
Church, and when they find the latter 
stealing their weapons of misrepresenta- 
tion, deception and equivocation, they 
do not shrink from exposing them, even 
though they tell the truth at the same 
time. 

The articles in the Civilta Cattolica 
on the condition of the Roman Catholi+ 
Church at the end of the nineteenth 
century compared with the influence of 
Protestant Christianity in the nations 
that have rejected Popery and continued 
steadfast in the faith of Christ, have 
been summed up in 
paper as follows: 

‘* Wealth and power no longer belong 
to the Catholic nations; but they have 
become the appanage of peoples who 


the concluding 


have separated from the Roman Church. 
Spain and Italy, France and a large 
part of Austria, if compared with Ger- 
many, England, and the United States, 
are feebler in the military department, 
more troubled in their politics, more 
menaced in social affairs, and more em- 
barrassed in finance. The Papacy has 
had nothing to do with the conquest of 
one half of the globe,of Asia and Africa; 
that has fallen to the arms of the heirs 
of Plotius, of Luther, of Henry VIII. 
All the vast colonial possessions of Spain 
are passing into the hands of the Re- 
public of Washington; France yields 
the sovereignty of the Nile to Great 
Britain; Italy, conquered in Abyssinia, 
maintains with difficulty her maritime 
influence by following in the wake of 
England. Here have we, in fact, all 
the Catholic countries reduced to submit 
to heretic powers, and to follow in their 
traces like so many satellites. The lat- 
ter speak and act, and the former are 
silent or murmur impotently. This 
is how affairs stand at the end of the 
nineteenth century, and it is impossible 
to deny the evidence of it. Politically 
speaking, Catholicism is in decadence.’’ 

The writer might have added that 
religiously speaking Catholicism is also 
in decadence. In every country of the 
world Protestant Christianity is making 
pregress. In Catholic countries the 
people are turning away from Roman- 
ism. This article from the Jesuit paper 
will make Catholics think «nd cause 
many of them, we hope, to leave the old 
sinking ship. We congratulate Father 
Connellan of Dublin that he published 
it in his excellent paper, Zhe Catholic. 
The Jesuits cannot stop the march of 
events. The conversion of the Catho- 
lics is progressing with the advance of 
Protestant Christianity. 
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Statistics of Protestantism 
and Romanism. 





BY REV. ROBERT STUART M’ARTHUR 
D. D., PASTOR OF CALVARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH, NEW YORK. 


Official Figures. 


Let us study the official reports of the 
United States census and the year-books 
of the several denominations. For the 
moment no mention will be made of 
Hebrew congregations or of the Roman 
Church, or of several of the Protestant 
bodies; we speak only of the larger bod- 
ies who are known as evangelical. 

In the year 1800 the population of the 
United States was 5,308,483, and at 
that time there were only 350,000 com- 
municants in evangelical churches, be- 
ing only 7 per cent. of the population. 
In 1850 the population was 23,191,876, 
and at that time the number of com- 
municants was 3,529,988, 15 per cent. 
of the population. In 1870 the popula- 
tion was 38,558,371, and the number of 
communicants was 6,673,396, or 17 per 
cent. of the population. 

In 1880 the population had risen to 
50,155,783, but the membership of the 
evangelical churches was 10,065,963, 
about 20 per cent. of the population. In 
1890 the population was 62,622,250, 
and the number of church members was 
13,158,363, 21 per cent. of the popula- 
tion. In 1897 thenumber of communi- 
camts was 16,032,609, and, perhaps, we 
are justified in putting the population 
of the country at 70,000,000; we thus 
have on evangelical church membership 
of 23 per cent of the population. 

This is a growth from the year 1800 
of from 7 per cent. to 23 per cent.; and 
it is a growth not due, in any large de- 
gree, to immigration. If we include 
the Hebrew congregations, the Roman 
Church and the Protestant bodies not 
included in the figures now given, we 
are quite safe in saying that 40,000,000 


of the American people are attendants, 
with greater or less regularity, upon the 
services of our churches. 


Roman Catholic Growth. 


Official statistics clearly show that 
both the Protestant and Roman bodies 
are increasing rapidly, but they also 
show that the increase in the Protestant 
churches is much greater than in the 
Roman Church. In this Church all 
adherents, including infants, are con- 
sidered as belonging to the Church. 
The statistics include the estimate of 
the Roman population. The method, 
therefore, of estimating adherents is 
much less exact in the Roman Church 
than in Protestant churches, but we 
give that Church the benefit of its own 
inexact methods of computations. The 
figures here given are from the directors 
of that Church. They, therefore, have 
an official significance and authority: 

In 1880 the Catholic population was. . . .6,367,330 
In 1890 the Catholic population was... .8,277,039 
In 1897 the Catholic population was. . . .9,856,622 

We thus see that the increase from 
1880 to 1890 was 1,909,709; this was 
about 30 per cent. The increase from 
1890 to 1897 was 1,579,583, or about 19 
percent. The increase for the seven- 
teen years from 1880 to 1897 was 3,489,- 
292, or about 54 per ceut. This was a 
marked gain. This fact is frankly ad- 
mitted. 

Protestant Growth. 


In the figures which will now be giv- 
en not all Protestants are included. It 
would not be fair to the Hebrews to in 
clude them in this list, although they 
are not Romanists; and it would not be 
fair to Protestants to include Mormons, 
Spiritualists and still other religionists. 
In our figures we designedly gave the 
Roman Church the benefit of its meth- 
ods of counting itsadhdrents; in our es- 
timate of Protestants we designedly 
omit many who possibly might be in- 
cluded: 








In 1880 the Protestant communicants 


WP i OUS tied-y oats eae 9,263,234 
i eer rene . 13,158, 363 
In 1897..... . .16,032,6¢9 


We thus see that from 1880 to 1890 
there was an increas? of 3,895,129, or 
over 42 percent. From 1890 to 1897 
the increase was 2,874,246, or about 22 
percent. The Protestant increase for 
the whole period of seventeen years 
from 1880 to 1897 was over 73 per cent. 

How supremely foolish it is to talk as 
if Protestantism were dying out! Here 
years of 
more than six and three-quarter mil- 
lions; and the Roman Church in the 
same period increased a little less than 
three and a half millions. The Protes- 
tant increase was of communicants only, 
while the Roman increase included in- 
fants and all classes and conditions which 
make up the population claimed as ad- 
herents to that Church. If we were to 
reckon the Protestant growth on a sim- 
ilar basis we probably would have to 
double the numbers here given. If the 
Methodist or the Baptist Church would 
reckon its adherents after the method of 
the Roman Church either could show as 
large a number as does that Church. 

Those who speak as if the churches 
were in their decadence must be crassly 
ignorant or grossly dishonest. Dr. 
Ewer once rang the changes on the 
failure of Protestantism; Dr. De Costa 
has echoed the same sentiments in rec- 
ent days; both were of the 
Church, 


was an increase in seventeen 


{piscopal 
Perhaps Protestantism, as 
represented by these gentlemen, is a 
failure. Dr. De Costa has just resigned 
from the ministry of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church and Bishop Potter 
promptly dismissed him. Protestantism 
is a triumphant success, and it is time 
we stopped our jeremaids and shouted a 
few hallelujahs. 


Dr. MacArthur preached on this 
subject in his church last month. We 
hope to have other articles from him. 
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The War in South Africa. 





The attitude of the Roman Catholic 
Church and the officials of the Vatican 
regarding the war in South Africa finds 
expression in the following notes in the 
London Christian, November 9: 

The Papal journal, Osservatore Rom- 
ano, during the present unfortunate war, 
deserves to becarefully noted. Beforethe 
outbreak of hostilities the paper in aues- 
tion suggested that a war doubtless 
would be providential, and the defeat of 
England even more so, as such a result 
would simply mean ‘the total destruc- 
tion of Protestantism.’ More recently 
the British mishap at Ladysmith has 
evcked expressions of satisfaction and 
delight. There can be little doubt that 
this is the outcome of the same spirit at 
the Vatican as that which made Rome 
the foremost of England’s foes in the 
latter half of the sixteenth century, and 
which rendered it so difficult for a Ro- 
manist to reconcile Cathol’cism with 
loyalty to his Queen, or devotion to his 
country. 

‘* The significance of the Roman re- 
joicing lies in the fact that the Boers are 
so strongly Protestant that no Romanist 
can hold office under their government. 
The Vatican authorities, however, hate 
us so much that they are glad at any 
trouble that may afflict us, whencesoever 
it may arise. All this should quicken 
the faculty of self-examination in us as 
a nation, and make us see to it that our 
own house is set in order and our policy 
righteous, and, at the same time, friend- 
ly towards all. The fact the British 
Empire stands for civil and religious 
freedom all over the world accounts 
largely for the harvest of hatred we are 
reaping in some directions. Our passion 
for extending the Empire is responsible 
for a great deal more.’’ 

Roman Catholics everywhere show 
their hostility to England because she 

Protestant. 





‘HE BIBLE IN THE PHILIPPINES. — 
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x HE editorial note in our last issue, 
f ‘“The Bible Forbidden in the 
Philippines,’’ has provoked a storm. 
The York Christian Advocate, 
November 16, had the following, which 
it headed, ‘‘ A Canard,’’ 
the subject: 

‘* Bishop McCabe, seeing it stated 
that our military authorities in the 
Philippine Islands had forbidden Prot- 
estant ministers to sell or distribute 
Bibles or tracts there, and that the pro- 
hibition was made because of objection 
by the Archbishop of Manila and 
Spanish priests, wrote for information 
to the Secretary of War. The answer 
to his inquiry he has kindly placed at 
our disposal: 

3isHop C. C. McCaBE—Sir: The 
President has referred to this depart- 
ment your letter of October 30, inclosing 
a newspaper clipping in which it is 
stated, on the authority of the New 
York J/ndependent of October 1g last, 
that Protestant ministers have been for- 
bidden to sell or distribute Bibles or 
tracts in the Philippine Islands, by rea- 
son of objection on the part of the Arch- 
bishop of Manila and the Spanish 
priests 

Replying thereto, the Secretary of 
War desires me to say that the state- 
ment in question is without foundation 
in fact. Very respectfully, 

THOMAS WARD, 
Acting Adjutant General.”’ 


New 


in reference to 


The «* Independent’s ’’ Authorized De- 
nial. 


The New York /ndependent of Novem- 
ber 16 also had an editorial note on the 
subject in which it said: 

‘*Not a 
ments have been made as to the support 
that 
through General Otis, to 


few unauthenticated state- 


our Government was giving, 
the Roman 
Catholic Church in the Philippines. It 
has been said that General Otis has sup- 


pressed the circulation of Bibles there. 


We have the best authority for saying 
that this is untrue. General Otis is 
himself a strict Presbyterian, and has 
through chaplains and other agencies 
distributed a large amount of litera- 
ture.”” 


The Facts in the Case. 


In our editorial note we said: 

‘*Tt would seem from the statement 
in the New York /ndependent of October 
19 that Protestant ministers had been 
forbidden by General Otis to sell or dis- 
tribute Bibles and tracts because the 
Archbishop of Manila and the Spanish 
priests objected.”’ 

We prove that statement from an ar- 
ticle of more than five pages in the /n- 
dependent of October 19, headed ‘‘ Re- 
ligious Liberty in the Philippines, By 
the Rev. N. H. Harriman.’’ At the 
end of the article Mr. Harriman’s resi- 
dence is given as Tacoma, Washington. 
The following extracts from his article, 
we think, amply justify the inference 
drawn from it. 


Mr. Harriman in the «‘Independent,”’ 


He begins by saying that he spent 
seven weeks in the islands, and that he 
is president of an independent mission- 
ary society which has two missionaries 
in Manila, the first to land there. 

‘* He went in a semi-official capacity, 
with a quasi relation to the army; he 
therefore had exceptional opportunities 
to learn facts from officers and other 
employees of the Government, facts that 
one in full relation tothe army would 
not be at liberty to speak of even if he 
had the opportunity to learn them. 
Some of these facts, he believes, should 


be known.’’ Then in the second para- 


graph he says: 
‘The Catholic Church has the field. 
Until after the fall of Manila there 


was 

















not only no Protestant church in the 
islands, but no meetings; and not only 
no meetings, but no Protestant work 
had ever been permitted on the islands. 
Several attempts have been made, but 
persecution has stopped them, and in 
one case at least the worker, a converted 
Spanish priest, was found dead in his 
bed one morning after having been 
warned to desist. It was reported that 
his death was natural, but nobody be- 
lieved it. Dark Thibet was hardly 
more securely sealed against the Gospel 
than the Philippines when 
guns broke the spell. 


Dewey’s 


The Archbishop an Autocrat. 


‘The Archbishop of Manila has been 
for generations the virtual king of the 
islands. He has made and unmade 
governor generals. He has dictated to 
all civil and ecclesiastical officials. He 
has dictated the foreign policy. He has 
controlled legislation at Madrid touch- 
ing the island, or if laws have been 
passed there that did not suit him, he 
has systematically iguored them. He 
has controlled the movements of foreign 
ers in the islands, and to his high au- 
thority prince and peasant have bowed. 
In a word, he has been supreme and 
undisputed ruler in the archipelago. 
This rule he should have laid down, 
and he should have withdrawn when 
the Spanish officials did; but he did not. 
In the present attitude of the American 
Military Governor [Otis] there is no 
reason why he should withdraw. 


Political Influence of American Ro- 
manists. 


‘* Political difficulties will arise, af- 
fecting the future policy of the islands, 
the appointment of public servants, the 
settling of the questions of titles, and 
ownership of Church properties, as well! 
as the granting of franchises for com- 
mercial enterprises. Tremendous politi- 
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cal influence will be exercised, for 
ecclesiastical greed is no less carnal and 
selfish than commercial and _ political. 
The dangers are great along all these 
lines, but the political influence of the 
Catholic Church in America is most to 
be dreaded and watched. Its influence 
has already begun to be felt. 
Catholics Favored, 
Hindered. 


Protestants 


‘*If Protestants do not stir themselves, 
according to the present trend of favor 
shown to Catholics and withheld from 
Protestants, their task will be well nigh 
impossible at the close of the war. 
Protestants should begin at once, in 
earnest, and our military authorities 
should enforce the principle of religious 
equality, not hinder it. The Military 
Governor has it in his power to place 
insuperable obstacles in the way of 
missionaries. This has of late been 
done, under the pretext of military ex- 
pediency. [Italics areours. Eo. C.C.] 


Bibles and Tracts Forbidden. 


‘* With a stronger man at the head of 
affairs, or one unbiased toward the Ca- 
tholics, there would have been no such 
’ discoverable as 
that which has been put forward. Il’hen 
Spanish priests, with the cunning Arch- 
bishop at their head, made complaints 
that missionaries were doing 


‘military expediency 


wrong by 
distributing Testamenis and tracts to the 
natives, a real American, true to na 
tional traditions, would have told them 
to go about their business and would 
have read them a lecture upon religious 
the 


citizens in the Philippines. 


liberty and rights of American 
[nslead of 
that, the Governor-General | Otis\ sent 
for the Rev. B. C. Randatl, agent for the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
weakly advised him not to sell any more 
Protestant literature at present. InCebu 
the Governor sent for 


military the 
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writer [Mr. Harriman] and peremp- 
lorily ordered him not to sell any move 
tracts and Testaments, and was made to 
confess that his reason for this extraor- 
dinary order was that the Spanish priests 
and the Spanish 
local paper was criticising. ‘These in- 
the 
[ We think they do, and prove 
the correctness of our statement. ] 


were complaining, 


stances will sufficiently illustrate 
point.’ 


General Otis Encourages the Priests. 


During the first months after the oc- 
cupation the Snanish clergy were be- 
comingly modest; indeed, their power 
Many left the 
islands, as did also the friars and nuns, 


was effectually broken. 


and the rest gave evidence that they re 
garded 
further power. When our missionaries 
arrived onthe field the natives were open 
and hungry to hear. 
Agent Randall found it a most hopeful 
field. 
than ten thousand copies of his litera- 


to free approach, 


In a few weeks he sold not less 
ture, and with others disposed of a full 
edition of the work translated by the 
converted priest of whom mention has 
been made, who ten years ago was 
poisoned in the Hotel de 1’Orient; this 
was a treatise on the Gospel, the instru- 
ment of his conversion, and he translated 
it into Pangasinan, spoken in Northern 
Luzon. This the 


March, and on into April. 


was situation in 
‘‘In April the reaction set in, while 
The priests, un- 
der the mistaken diplomacy of the Gov- 


the writer was there. 
ernor, began to take heart. Scurrilous 
pamphlets were circulated among the 
natives, having for their object not only 
to poison their minds against mission- 
aries, but against all Americans. Some 


of these were vile slanders against 
American womanhood, with other things 
Presently the 
Spanish priests were known to be ‘la- 


those of their people who 


of similar character. 


’ 


boring with 


themselves as dispossessed cf 





were in the habit of visiting the mission 
home, and others whom our mission- 
aries had talked with him. Then a 
more openly hostile attitude was assum- 
ed, as General Otis encouraged the 
priests and made a friend of the Arch- 
bishop. 7hen it was that an official 
prohibition was put upon the sale of all 
The 
Spanish priesthood, unhorsed by the 
act of God and the guns of our army 
and navy, were picked up by our Gov- 
ernor-General, their wounds mollified, 
their bruises bound up, and they were 
tenderly and carefully set up again in 
the saddle. This means a half century 
step backward. It also means the loss 
of soldiers’ lives, the waste of national 
treasure, and sufferings and martyrdoms 
for early Protestant missionaries. 


Protestani tracts and Testaments. 


Catholics Appointed to Office. 


‘ 


‘Father McKinnon, the chaplain ot 
the First California Regiment, was early 
appointed ‘Superintendent of Schools 
and Cemeteries’ in Manila. Under him 
the being 
English is being taught, Catholic teach- 
ers are being brought from this country, 


sc100l system is revised, 


and the priests come into the schools 
the children, laying their 
hands on their heads. 


and _ bless 
Does ‘ military 
diplomacy’ demand that the school 
system of the islands be Catholic? Is 
this the way that future American citi- 
zen are to be made ? 

‘‘In Cebu we found the same weak 
policy. A young Colonel Hamer, of the 
Idahos, was holding a position large- 
Some called him ‘ Civil 
Governor,’ a few thought he might be 
‘ Military Governor.’ Whether he him- 
self knew what he was the writer could 
not find out, though he had a conversa- 
tion with him on the subject when he 
was forbidding the sale of tracts.’’ 

We think that is sufficient to prove 


that our inference was justified. 


ly undefined. 
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General Funston Denounces 
the Friars. 

The strongest testimony regarding 
the friars in the Philippines is that of 
Briyadier-General Frederick Funston, 
who went out to Manila as Colonel of 
the Twentieth Kansas Volunteers and 
won his promotion by his splendid ser- 
vices on the field of battle. When he 
returned to the United States with the 
troops of his State in October he de- 
livered an address at Stanford Univer- 
sity, California, in which he said: ‘‘If 
Congress could drive out the friars and 
confiscate every inch of church property 
in the archipelago the bottom would 
drop out of the insurrection within 
a week.’’ For this he was bitterly 
attacked by the Roman Catholic paper, 
the Monitor, of San Francisco, and 
Archbishop Ireland took up the cry 
that General Funston was an infamous 
man to talk about the poor friars in that 
way. Immediately General Funston 
instructed his lawyers to bring suit for 
libel against the paper and Archbishop 
Ireland. Thereupon the latter apolo- 
gized, saying he was misled by the 
paper. Nowcomes General Funston with 
a repetition of his charges against the 
friars, stronger than his first statement. 

In Harper's Weekly, November 11, 
there is a fine portrait of General Fun- 
ston and a long interview with him. 
Regarding the friars he says: ‘‘Iama 
Protestant, but I have no feeling against 
the Catholic Church, and my sentiments 
in regard to the friars are shared by 
many army officers in Manila who are 
devout Catholics. The Dominican friars 
control all the church property in the 
island of Luzon, aad they are so bitter- 
ly hated by the Filipinos that I am con- 
vinced if our Government would confis- 
cate the property cf the friars and expel 
them from the is!ands the insurrection 
would fall to pieces. These friars have 
been aciive in fomenting trouble, and 





they are very powerful because of their 
enormous landed interests. They own 
square miles of the richest land in all 
the districts, which they rent to tenants. 
They are experts in rack-renting, for if 
a tenant makes improvements 
promptly raise the rent. Even among 
Catholics in the Philippines I found no 
one to speak a good word for the friars, 
because the evil influence of these men 
was plain on every hand.’’ = (p. 1143.) 
That would seem to be sufficient 
ground for President McKinley tosay to 
Cardinal Gibbons and Archbisnop Ire- 
land: ‘‘ Withdraw your monks from the 
Philippines, sirs, or I shall expel them.’’ 
He may doso yet. The White House 
should be closed against those papal 
agents: Archbishop Chappelle has 
been appointed delegate by the Pope to 
the Philippines, and he says his inter- 
views with President McKinley have 
been most satisfactory. Father McKin- 
non, who was appointed by General Otis 
superintendent of the public schools 
when they were opened at Manila and 
who returned to this country a few 
months ago, has been appointed Army 
Chaplain and accompanies Archbishop 
Chappelle to Manila The Papal agents 
want Father McKinnon to be Bishop ot 
Manila if the consent of the Pope and 
President McKinley can be obtained. 
The missionary societies should have 
a Protestant agency in Manila to 
help the Filipinos to regain their prop- 
erty from the monks and obtain redress 
for the outrages against their women. 
Mr. John Foreman, the distinguished 
English traveller and author who has 
made a frightful exposure of the friars 
in his recently published book, would 
be a good man for the place. The p»li- 
ticians here would throw obstacles in 


they 


the way of such an agent, as there is a 
Sut 
we believe President McKinley will pro- 
tect the Filipinos when they come un- 
der our Government. 


Presidential election next year. 
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SHE various denominations in this 
5 city are doing good work among 
the Italians. The Episcopal Church in 
Mulberry street, of which the Rev. Dr. 
Pace is rector, is composed exclusively 
of Italians converted from Romanism. 











GOOD WORK AMONG THE ITALIANS. 


The Baptists are equally zealous in 
the evangelization of the Italians. Last 
April the Italian Baptist Association 
composed ofthe pastors and missionaries 
whose pictures are on the opposite page 
was organized in this city. 


i, pe Caer 


Rev. M. Mazzuca, the Italian Priest who was Converted in Christ’s [lission. 


The Rev. Antonio Arrighi has a fine 
congregation of Presbyterians under the 
care cof the New York City 
while the Methodists sustain the work of 


Mission, 


Rev Dr. Calabrese, a converted priest. 


The yourg Italian priest, Mazzuca, 
who came to Christ’s Mission a year ago 
from the Catholic Church in Newark, 
N. J., where he had this picture taken, 
is now at Yale Seminary. 











PASTORS AND MISSIONARIES OF THE ITALIAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
ALL CONVERTED CATHOLICS, WHO ATTENDED THE FIRST ANNUAL 
MEETING IN NEW YORK. THE WORK OF THE ASSOCIATION 
IS CARRIED ON UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE AMERI- 
CAN BAPTIST HOME MISSION SOCIETY OF WHICH 
GENERaL THOMAS J. MORGAN IS THE 
EFFICIENT SECRETARY. 
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INTRIGUES OF ROME. 





worth preserving for future reier- 
ence. The Church of Rome is torn as- 
under by internal dissensions. This 
article is one more proof of the truth of 
the statements made in this magazine. 

The control of this country is the great 
prize the Papal agents ate striving for. 
By trickery and deception such as Sa- 
tolli exercised when he was delegate to 
this country a few years ago the Papal 
agents will continue to throw dust in 
the eyes of the American people. They 
need watching. Their plots against the 
Republic must be exposed and their ag- 
gressions resisted. 

[New York Herald, Nov. 12, 1899.] 

Rog, Nov. 11.—Monsignor O’Con- 
nell, formerly rector of the North Am- 
erican College, Archbishop Ireland's 
factotum, and advocate of the American- 
ists in Rome, has made a brief appear- 
ance in the Eternal City, but will not 
come back permanently. 

For a fortnight he dwells in rich 
apartments at Tritone, where he receives 
prelates who are friendly with him and 
distinguished Americans visiting Rome. 

Mgr. O’Connell usually makes long 
the He frequents 
many watering places, where he meets 
the chiefs of European Americanism, 
and especially Catholic sociologists who 
dabble in Christian socialism, such as 
the Swiss M. de Curtius, the Abbe 
Baudet and Mgr. Breglin, formerly ed- 
itor of the A/ontteur de Rome. 


Fe. following remarkable article is 
) 


tours in summer. 


Mgr. O'Connell's position has cer- 
tainly been shaken by the condemnation 
of Americanism, but as he is very rich 
it will not be difficult for him in a coun- 
try where money is everything to reas- 
sert himself. 

Every one knows that Americanists, 
and especially Mgr. O’Connell, make 
much of Cardinal Vannutelli, in the 
hope of seeing him wear the tiara some 


day. Cardinal Vannutelli is Archbish- 
op Ireland’s candidate. It is certain, 
however, that his chance has greatly 
diminished, and the Americanists will 
probably be out of pocket by their prop- 
aganda in his favor. 

The Cardinal who is most ‘‘papabile’’ 
at the present moment is Cardinal Gotti. 
His ascension would not be displeasing 
to Americanists, because, like Vannut- 
elli, he would not bea political and dip- 
lomatic pope like Leo XIII., but rather 
an apostolic and religious one. 

While the States are awaiting an Am- 
erican pope he would be an ideal pope 
for them. 

Mgr. Keane, formerly rector of Wash- 
ington University, has taken, as is 
known, two years’ leave of absence, and 
is now in the States. It isnot probable 
that he will return to Rome during the 
Pontificate of Leo XIII. 

So long as the question of American- 
ism remained in suspense Mgr. Keane's 
presence was justified. He was in the 
way of being a hostage of the American- 
ist party in the Pope’s hands, but once 
Father Hecker’s case was settled there 
was nothing for Mgr. Keane to do here, 
and he asked the Pope for two years’ 
leave of absence, which was granted. 

When the Pope’s letter on American- 
ism appeared Mgr. Keane was living at 
the Canadian College in the Via Quattre 
Fontane, where he had been for two 
years, but his presence was not regard- 
ed with a favorable eye by the priestsof 
that establishment, who are nearly all 
opposed to Archbishop Ireland’s ideas. 

Another regular guest of the Canad- 
ian College was Mgr. Zardetti, success- 
ively Bishop of St. Cloud, Minn., and 
Archbishop of Bucharest, who, on re 
signing the latter post, settled in Rome. 
The bishopric of St. Cloud is suffragan 
to that of St. Pau!, occupied by Arch- 
bishop Ireland. 

When Bishop of St. Cloud, Mgr .Zar- 
detti, had many quarrels with his Met- 








ropolitan. He is a German-Swiss, and, 
therefore, in conflict with Archbishop 
Ireland, who opposes the anti-national- 
ist claims of the German Catholic ele- 
ment in the States. It is, therefore, 
easy to understand how difficult it was 
for Mgr. Keane and Mgr. Zardetti to 
live together. 

When the Pope's letter on American- 
ism appeared in January last the rectors 
of the Canadian College behaved in a 
very unchristian way toward Mgr. 
Keane and almost drove him out of their 
establishment, and in any case urged up- 
on him that he should leave as soon as 
possible and find lodgings elsewhere. 
Mgr. Keane therefore went to a hotel, 
where he has spent the last few months 
of his sojourn in Rome. 

These facts are confirmed by a Pro- 
testant convert to Catholicism, who is 
scandalized at the unchristian proceed- 
ings by which the Canadian priests 
sought to find favor with the Pope. 

Cardinal Satolli, who was formerly 
courted by the Americans when he was 
at Washington, has gone over bag and 
baggage to the opposite camp and hates 
his former friends with the implacable 
hatred of the renegade. 

He was with Cardinal Ferrata, the 
principal editor of the last encyclical to 
the French, anda considerable part of 
this encyclical is directed against Ameri- 
canism, though in an indirect way. 
This is a fresh act of revenge of Cardinal 
Satolli against Myr. Ireland and his 
friends. Cardinal Satolli's hatred can- 
not be explained in any other way, for 
it was Mgr. Ireland who, in spite of the 
opinion of the majority of the American 
bishops, desired the establishment of an 
Apostolic Legation at Washington, and 
thus made the fortune of Satolli, who 
returned from America a Cardinal. At 
present Cardinal Satolli allows himself 
to be completely dominated by the 
Jesuits, who are the bitterest foes of 
Americanism. 
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Nuns Leaving the Convents. 





We take the following from the New 

York 7imes, November 16, 1899: 
Nuns Renounce Their Vows. 
Two Sisters Leave the Convent Not to Return. 

CuicaGo, Nov. 15.—Sister Angela 
and Sister Kandyda, nuns in the Con- 
vent of the Sisters of the Holy Family 
of Nazareth, have renounced their vows 
and have left the Order’s house, in St. 
Adelbert’s Parish. The former had 
been in the convent nineteen years, ten 
of which she was Sister Superior She 
belongs to a noble family of Poland. 
Sister Kandyda took the veil eleven 
years ago. 

Sister Angela left the convent several 
days ago, and is now living under her 
real name—-Mary Czapski. She de- 
clares that she left the convent because 
of new rules introduced in 1895 by or- 
ders from the Vatican. What prompted 
Sister Kandyda to desert is not known, 
as she told nobody of her determination, 
and left no address. 

The method of leaving the convent 
adopted by both of the Sisters was the 
same. They went away dressed as 
Sisters without stating their intentions, 
and returned the convent clothes by 
messenger. Both made perpetual vows. 


The other morning papers had a 
similar dispatch. It is not an uncom- 
mon thing for nuns to leave the con- 
vents, but the daily papers seldom get 
the news. Naturally women shrink 
from the publicity of such announce- 
ments. Last year a Salvation Army 
lass named Susie Swift was seduced in- 
to the Roman Catholic Church by the 
Paulist Fathers who promised her em- 
ployment in the compilation of their 
tracts for the conversion of Protestants. 
But the insincerity of the Paulists dis- 
gusted her and in desperation she enter- 
eda Dominican convent in Albany, 


which we hope she will soon leave. 


| 
1 
‘ 
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FATHER 0’CONNOR’S LETTERS TO CARDINAL GIBBONS. 


FIFTH SERIES. 
XIII. 
Mixed Marriages—Protestant Girls in Convent Schools. 


NEw YorK, December, 1899. 

S1r:—In my last letter I said that you had made a great point for your 
Church when you took part in the ceremony of presenting a sword, the 
gift of the Natiou, to Admiral Dewey. Arrayed in all the glory of your 
red robes you stood between the President of the United States and the 
hero of Manila and gave the benediction as the representative of the Pope 
of Rome. I said further that in view of the attitude of the Roman Catho- 
lic Church and the nations of Europe that are known as Catholic toward 
this Republic during the war with Spain last year, you ought to be the 
last man to take part in the celebration of an event that inflicted a deadly 
blow on your Church as well as on Spain, the most Catholic country in 
the world. But you knew what you were doing, and I must give you 
the credit of signal ability in accomplishing your purpose. I thought at 
the time that there was something more than appeared on the surface in 
this display of arrogance and presumption on your part. It is said by 
those who know you best that you are as cunning as a fox; and your con- 
duct on this occasion furnishes proof of the aptness of this characterization. 
Who could have believed that on that day as Admiral Dewey stood on the 
steps of the Capitol at Washington to receive the plaudits of the American 
people he had surrendered to the wiles of your Church? As I have said, 
you knew what you were doing, Cardinal, and your plans were well laid 
to regain for your Church some of the prestige it had lost in the Spanish 
war. 

How the people shouted for Dewey in New York, Washington and else- 
where when he appeared in public! He was our hero, and would continue 
to be so 1f your Church had not laid its unholy hands upon him. In the 
thirteenth chapter of the Gospel of Mark our Lord warned his followers of 
the trials that awaited them and the snares that would be laid for their un- 
wary feet. False prophets, He said, would arise, even false Christs, that 
would ‘‘seduce, if possible, the very elect.’’ And this is what happened to 
Dewey. Poorman! There was no honor, no office in the gift of the 
American people that he could not have. He could be President of the 
United States if he had political aspirations. He had received a house in 
Washington asa gift from forty thousand contributors. His name was 
on every tongue and he had a warm place in the heart of every American. 
But now the idol is broken. He has shown himself to be a weak and 
foolish man, and whatever thoughts he may have had of future glory or 
of further honors and gifts from the American people, they have been 
nipped in the bud by the lady who has won his heart, for she is a Roman 
Catholic, a pervert from Protestantism. 


It was a proud day for you, Cardinal, and a great gain for yoar Church 
when Admiral Dewey went to a priest in Washington on November 9 and 
was tuarried to Mrs. Hazen in the priest’s residence, A ‘‘ dispensation,’’ 
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we are told, was obtained the previous day, as he is a Protestant, a mem- 
ber of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and the lady is a Roman Catholic, 
though she had been a Protestant until a few years ago when Bishop Keane, 
who was then the popular rector of the Catholic University, received her 
into the papal fold. Why she became a Roman Catholic is well under- 
stood when it is known that she was educated at the Ursuline convent. 
‘* The Ursuline nuns,’’ says the Roman Catholic paper, the New York 
Freeman's Journal, Novembr 18, ‘‘ have reason to be proud of their pu- 
pil.’’ So they have, and so have you and all the other followers of the 
Pope, for she captured Dewey, the greatest prize in America. I do not 
blame her, far from it; she extorts the admiraticn of everyone for her di- 
plomacy. But what shall be said of Dewey? 

Now, Cardinal, it is a rule of your Church, from which there is no dis- 
pensation, that when a Protestant is married to a Roman Catholic and the 
ceremony is performed by a priest of Rome the following agreement must 
be signed by the Protestant party. A friend sent me a copy some time 
ago, and I obtained another in printed form last month: 


I, the undersigned, being desirous of contracting marriage with 

before a Catholic Priest duly authorized by a special dis 
pensation from His Eminence the Cardinal Archbishop of Baltimore, do 
promise in presence of the Reverend and of 
witness attending for this purpose, 

that all the children born of my marriage with 
shall be baptized and educated in the Catholic Religion, and 
moreover that I will by no means whatsoever hinder or obstruct the said 
in the exercise of the said 


Religion; I also promise that in the solemnization of my marriage there 


shall be only the Catholic ceremony. 


In Testimony Whereof I have signed this document in presence of 
Reverend and the said witness 


on this day of the month of 1899 


(The blanks are filled up by the priest who performs the ceremony. ) 

The name of ‘‘George Dewey’’ should not be signed to that document. 
No one would deny the right of a Protestant to marry a Catholic, but no 
Protestant has a right to sign away the spiritual birthright of his chil- 
dren or mortgage their souls asrequired by thisagreement. The Pro- 
testant who because he is a Protestant does not consider the faith of 
Rome sufficient for himself has no right to require his children to be edu- 
cated in that faith. He is recreant to his own faith, and shows a moral 
weakness and indifference to the principles of Christianity that deserve 
condemnation. The American people delight to honor their heroes, but 
it is doubtful whether the hero of Manila would receive an ovation such as 
had been accorded him if it were known that he would ‘“ bend the knee to 
Rome ”’ in this manner. This is a free country, and Admiral Dewey had 
a right to marry this Catholic lady. Sut the American people also have 
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a right to relegate to obscurity the man who is married by a priest in this 
manner. Dewey can never be President. The people of this country will 
never give their suffrages toa man who would install a Roman Catholic 
as mistress of the White House. You, Cardinal, and the ‘‘Father Con- 
fessor’? would be supreme there. The late General William T. Sherman, 
whose wife was a Roman Catholic and whose son is-a Jesuit priest, sadly 
acknowledged this fact. He was a Protestant, and he continued one all 
his life. But in the throes of death, when he was unconscious, his children 
called in a priest who sprinkled him with holy water and thus made him a 
Catholic. The family justified this outrage on adying man by saying that 
otherwise he could not be buried by the side of Mrs. Sherman in the Ca- 
tholic cemetery in St. Louis, which was ‘‘cousecrated”’ yround. Does 
the same fate await Dewey ? The Philadelphia Presbyterian Journal, Nov- 
ember 16, 1899, says in an editorial note: ‘‘ Mrs. Dewey, the wife of the 
Admiral, is of staunch Presbyterian stock, but for some reason joined the 
Roman Cathclic Church three years ago. The Admiral is an Episcopal- 
ian. How long he will remain one is purely his own affair. Still the 
public wlll speculate on just such matters.’’ 

It is with reluctance I refer to this subject in an open letter, for I think 
the domestic life of our public men should be held sacred and their privacy 
should not be invaded. But Admiral Dewey more than any other public 
man in our day had won for himself a preeminent place in the esteem of 
the American people. It was not mere pride in his achievement at Manila, 
nor yet admiration for his skill, courage and coolness in destroying the 





Spanish fleet—it was more than that, it was affection, heart-love, that 
moved the people to applaud him so enthusiastically. And then to spoil 
it all by marrying a Roman Catholic who wiil go to confession to a priest 
whenever there is occasion and tell him everything! It was a great disap- 
pointment to every true Protestant in America thata man so distinguished 
and honored should become subservient to the Church of Rome, and I 
but voice the general feeling in referring to the subject. 

Connected with this famous marriage is the influence of convent schools 
where the children of Protestants are educated. It appears from a state- 
ment in the New York //era/d, November 5, that this lady when young 
Miss McLean, ‘‘ at the age of thirteen, after attending a private school in 
Cincinnati, was sent to the Ursuline Convent, where she completed her 
education.’’ She did not become a Roman Catholic then, but the seeds of 
that perverted form of Christianity were sown in her mind at that impres- 
sionable age and waited only a fitting time for development. What else 
can Protestant parents expect when they send their children to those 
schools? The nuns would be untrue to their Church if they did not en- 
deavor by every means to win over their pupils to their faith. All kinds 
of promises are made to payents that the religion of their children shall 
not be tampered with, but these promises are more honored in the breach 
than in the observance. If some of the pupils do not become Roman Ca. 
tholics they remain careless, indifferent Protestants, and when the 
Church of Rome needs them they are ready to render whatever assistance 
may be required. Mrs. Dewey has done good work for your Church. 

Yours truly, JAMES A. O'CONNOR. 
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LIFE IN ROMAN ‘CATHOLIC MONASTERIES. 








BY AUGUSTINE BAUMANN, FORMERLY ‘‘ FATHER AUGUSTINE,’’ OF THE 
PASSIONIST MONASTERY, HOBOKEN, N. J. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


I have always had a certain amount of admiration, for Father Alexander, 
whose highly interesting career [ am about to sketch. Father Alexander 
was born of a German mother, and was raised and educated in New York, 
and like many a New York boy, the spirit of mischief was early develop- 
edin him and continued to show signs of life in his after career as a monk 
and priest. He joined the Passionist Order, like many another good boy, 
at the age of fifteen, when he could scarcely have known what he was do- 
ing. What sudden streak of piety should have possessed him to drive him 
to the monastery is a mystery tome. He had distinguished himself as a 
boy by all sorts of tricks on the Rabbi of a Jewish synagogue in the east- 
ern district where he lived, had thrown a bunch of fire crackers into the 
Baptist church on a solemn occasion when the pastor wasat his peroration, 
and did sundry other things, for which he was renowned among the boys 
of his neighborhood. 

Father Alexander, howcver, became a monk contrary to everyone's ex- 
pectation, and during his novitiate and studentship behaved tolerably 
well, giving a little trouble now and then by suddenly striking a match 
while the friars were scourging themselves in the choir, and were not sup- 
posed to be seen by anyone else but their Creator. In theology Father 
Alexander did not seem to be a particularly apt student, but in literature, 
and especially in sacred eloquence, he carried off the palm of victory. He 
had a fine sonorous voice, an elegant delivery and far surpassed any of his 
classmates as an orator. 

As Confrater Alexander he was lively and mischievous; but as Father 
Alexander he went about like a conqueror, and no longer seemed to take 
his profession as a monk seriously. Being an excellent speaker he was 
soon sent on missions, and wherever a great sermon was to be preached 
Father Alexander was called upon to grace the occasion by his powerful 
eloquence. Though he was as German as he could be, his mother being 
unable to make herself understood in English, he on one occasion took the 
pulpit for a St. Patrick’s day’s oration, and announced that he was an 
Irishman. ‘‘I would spit and trample upon every drop of blood not Irish 
in my veins,” was his thundering declaration, and the Irish audience went 
fairly wild with enthusiasm at the heroic declaration. 

My first acquaintance with Father Alexander was when he became our 
parish priest during a temporary vacation of the regular pastor. I was a 
mere school boy then, and Father Alexander came to the school every day 
to have some fun with the boys. He could joke and play tricks as well as 
the wisest of us, and took a mischievous delight in throwing nickles into 
the air and getting the boys to scramble for them. A half dozen demure 
nuns were attached to the parish school, and what Father Alexander did 
not do to frighten and terrify those poor women was not worth being done. 
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He managed to dress up as a nun himself, adding a beard, and walked 
right into the parlor of the frightened creatures. As he was nearly six 
feet tall it may be well imagined what sort of a nun he made. In winter 
he threw shovels full of snow into their windows, and they occasionly re- 
paid him with a pail of water. 

As his sphere was that of missionary work where the Passionists re- 
quire powerful speakers, he was soon relieved from parish work and sent 
again on missions. A man of imposing appearance, tall, fairly handsome, 
of good figure and, withal an impressive orator, is certain to elicit the 
admiration of numerous female hearers, and among the latter it is not rare 
that one or two will go further than the rest in admiration. Father Al- 
exander was no exception. A beautiful lady in Boston soon became so 
attached to him that she followed him on his missions all over the country. 
An intimacy naturally sprung up between the two which, of course, was 
not discovered for several years. In the meantime another lady from 
Brooklyn fell in love with the eloquent friar and also followed him where- 
ever he went; but whether Father Alexander reciprocated her attentions is 
not established. There were, however, others just as ambitious, and in 
the course of time the doings of Father Alexander appeared suspicious to 
his superiors. He had gone on missions all over the country for more 
than twelve years, had made a reputation for himself as the greatest Pas- 
‘sionist orator, and was looked upon as a shining light in the missionary 
field, bishops and parish priests all over the country begging to have him 
sent to give missions in their dioceses or parishes. The action of his su- 
periors therefore became very mysterious, and everyone asked what was 
wrong. 

But those in power evidently knew what they were doing. Father 
Alexander was confined in the monastery at West Hoboken for six 
months, was not allowed to go out except in company with another friar 
of approved virtue, and then was obliged to report before night-fall. The 
superiors began to think that the penalty of seclusion was having a good 
effect upon him, and were about to permit him to resume his missionary 
career when, lo and behold, the brother in charge of the keys of the West 
Hoboken church and monastery reported that for several nights in succes- 
sion he found the basement door open, the screws taken out and the lock 
removed. It was also notice’ that Father Alexander appeared more than 
usually sleepy at matins, and not only did he plead sickness several times, 
but on one occasion the brother who was sent to wake him up could not 
find him in his room or anywhere in the monastery. The superiors now 
began to speculate and to put the evidence together. Father Alexander 
was closely watched. The brother again announced that the basement 
door had been tampered with, and the superior then ordered him to keep 
watch until midnight, when another brother would be sent to relieve him 
and to continue the watch till morning. That night Father Alexander 
was not at matins, nor could he be found anywhere in the monastery. 
Matins had been over and the brother on guard momentarily fell into a 
doze, when suddenly he awoke and saw a strange form in the dark hurry- 
ing into the monastery. He could not follow the man fast enough, but he 
was ready to take an oath that it was Father Alexander. ‘The superior 
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was hastily awakened and rushed to Father Alexander’s room. Father 
Alexander was there, but he had placed a chair against the door. He 
protested that he had been asleep all matins, that no brother came to call 
him, and that the chair had fallen against the door in the dark. But the 
superior insisted on seeing Father Alexander, and after some parleying the 
latter opened his door. The superior surveyed him carefully; he had his 
habit on, and it did not look as though he could have been out all night in 
that garb. But in another moment the superior noticed that Father Al- 
exander had shoes on his feet. That let out the secret. ‘‘ Do you go to 
bed with your shoes on ?”’ was the scrutinizing query of the rector. Then 
and there he compelled Father Alexander to take off his habit and, lo and 
behold, under the habit he had trousers, a vest, and even a collar, which 
he had not time to take off before he was discovered. That evidence was- 
overwhelming. ‘‘ You have been unlawfully out of the monastery all 
night,’’ thundered the superior; ‘‘ you have been on some criminal expe- 
dition, and God have mercy on you. You will disgrace the whole com- 
munity and the order by your acts, and you will have to do penance for 
your disobedience and scandalous conduct.”’ 

On the following day a chapter of the entire community in holy orders. 
was held by the provincial. He exposed the delinquency of Father Alex- 
ander, and asked what punishment the fathers considered due to the dar- 
ing offender. Father Alexander was called in and given an opportunity 
to defend himself. Then he displayed his oratorical powers. He laughed 
at the seriousness of the monks. He took the whole thing as a joke, and 
said that he had done it all merely to have a little fun. He had never 
been out of his room, and the brethren all knew his fondness for sleep; 
why then should he waste his time walking about and keeping awake 
when he could sleep comfortably ail night on his couch. The pleas put 
forward and the sarcasm as well as ridicule which Father Alexander 
threw on the whole affair turned the judgment of the majority in his favor, 
and he was let off without punishment. 

The superiors, however, continued to entertain their doubts of Father 
Alexander’s innocence, and thought it best to send him away from Ho- 
boken to the more secluded monastery at Louisville. I was a member of 
the Louisville community at the time, and was delighted to see Father 
Alexander, whom I had known asa boy. He seemed to be as mischiev- 
ious as ever, but a trace of sadness was now and then revealed in his look 
which I had never remarked before. It also seemed strange to me that he 
was kept under such severe restrictions; he was not allowed at any time to 
speak to the students, and only went to recreation with the professed 
monks on certain days. Then he would keep them in roars of laughter 
during the whole time telling stories and jokes about his missionary ex- 
periences. But soon it was noticed that he could not stand the regime of 
rising for matins. I saw him so worn out and tired that he could hardly 
stand on his feet, and he would invariably ask leave to go to bed because 
he felt ill. In the morning he astonished us all by saying mass in ten 
minutes instead of half an hour as required. The superior evidently sus- 
pected that some new trick was being played and set a watch. But do 
what he could he was not able to trap the wily friar. Finally he ordered 
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one of the brothers to repair all the locks, and on the principal doors bolts 
and padlocks were fastened. Still Father Alexander was often for hours 
away, his room was empty and hecould nowhere be found before matins. 
The superior then conceived the idea one night of being on watch himself. 
Shortly after ten o’clock he ttought he heard a noise and went to Father 
Alexander’s room. He knocked at the door but no response came; he 
tried to open it and it was locked. A brother was at once summoned and 
the door was broken open. Father Alexander was not in his room, but 
his window was wide open, and on investigation the rector saw a rope 
hanging from the window. That rope told the tale, and the rector quietly 
sat down in Father Alexander’s room together with the lay brother, 
and put out the lights. They waited till two o'clock, and behold 
suddenly the rope tightened and some one was heard climbing up from be- 
low. Ina few seconds Father Alexander appeared with his head near the 
sill laboring hard to draw up his heavy weight. In that instant the fath- 
ersuperior struck a match, and what followed may be better imagined 
than described. Father Alexander was dumbfounded; he was in his secu- 
lar clothes, but disguised with a pair of whiskers anda beard. The su- 
perior stared him squarely in the face, and when he spoke he said, ‘‘So 
I have caught you at last.’? Father Alexander was so taken by surprise 
he did not know what to answer, but quietly crawled into the window and 
saton achair. The superior said no more, but went to his room to think 
the matter over. Inthe morning he sent a telegram to the provincial 
telling him of the discovery, and the answer came back, ‘‘ Confine him to 
his room for a month on bread and water, or dismiss him by my author- 
ity.”’ When this ultimatum was communicated to Father Alexander 
he said it was a shame to treat a man of his age and services in that 
manner, that he was hounded, spied upon and persecuted in every 
way, and that he would no longer stand it. The order might expel him, 
but he wanted cash indemnity for the expulsion, and if he did not obtain 
it at once he would bring suit against the order. For a while the monas- 
tery was in an uproar, but after a heated debate Father Alexander 
agreed to leave the monastery, and I believe the order paid him 
something. 

Meanwhile what was the cause of this disturbance? It was nothing else 
but the lady from Boston, supplemented by the other lady from Brooklyn. 
The story is very peculiar. The lady from Boston came to New York 
while following Father Alexander and took up lodgings with the lady 
of Brooklyn. ‘The latter had also known the priest, and had also conceiv- 
ed a weakness for him. When Father Alexander visited the lady from 

3oston the lady from Brooklyn thought that he came to visit her, and per- 
haps Father Alexander was not loathe to keep two irons hot at the same 
fire. When he was sent to Louisville the lady from Boston followed him 
and took up lodgings in a country inn near the monastery, and thus 
Father Alexander saw her oftener than the lady from Brooklyn, who paid 
him only one or two flying visits. When Father Alexander left the 
monastery he at once married the Boston lady, and the happiness of 
the romantic pair was increased by a fair baby long before the lady from 
Brooklyn even knew that Father Alexander had become a married man. 
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While the cassock and vestments of priests are uniform in every country, 
the dress or habit worn by monks is different in the various religious or- 
ders. This picturs represents a monk of the Capuchin Order, one of the 
most austere in the Roman Catholic Church. Like the Passionists, the 
Capuchins rise at midnight to sing matins and again at five for two hours 
meditation. The habit consists of a loose coarse garment tied wlth a belt, 
a cowl and sandals. The ‘‘discipline’’ for castigating the body is also like 
that used by the Passionists—small ropes knotted together, some with an 
iron chain and others with sharp spikes that bring blood with every blow. 





Rev. Joseph Vital in His Capuchin Habit. 

The original of this picture entered the Capuchin Order at an early age 
and in due time was ordained a priest. ‘Two of his brothers also became 
monks in the same Order. By the mercy of God Joseph was enabled to 
escape from the monastery in Italy, and after his conversion and a course 
of study in a Protestant Seminary, he came to this country a few years ago 
and under the auspices of the Methodist Episcopal Church began work 
among his countrymen in New Orleans, where he has a fine church and a 
large congregation. One of his brothers, also converted, is in New Orleans. 
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VARIOUS NOTES. 
BY THE EDITOR. 

As we come to the last page of the 
Sixteenth Volume of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC there is much that I would 
like to say to the friends who have read 
the preceding numbers, though the 
Jesuits and Paulists will declare that I 
have said too much already. But as I 
have never heeded their pretest I shall 
go on having my say for the next twen- 
ty years; yea, until I am as old as dear 
Father Chiniquy, who was ninety when 
he went home to God last January. So 
with a fair chance and not too much 
work crowded into a few years I shall 
keep on publishing this magazine away 
on into the Twentieth Century; and 
what is more, each new number, com- 
mencing with January 100, will be bet- 
ter. I shall have much to say about 
convents and the unhappy victims im- 
mured in those prison houses; and in the 
good Providence of God some of the cap- 
tives might be set free. Indeed they 
are leaving the convents as fast as they 
can. The New York Herald. Novem- 
announced that Sister Maura of 
St. Mary’s Convent, La Salle, Illinois, 
‘had renounced her vows and religion 
and eloped with Mr. Gray, a young man 
of that city.’’ 


ber 22, 


She had been seven years 
in the convent. Recently she had in- 
herited a large fortune. That is an off- 
set to Dewey’s marriage to a Catholic. 

It is sad about Admiral Dewey. On 
November 14 he transferred to his wife 
the i.ouse in Washington that was pre- 
sented to him a few weeks ago by 4o,- 
ooo American citizens. The press of 
the whole country denounced the trans- 
later Mrs. 
was compelled by public opinion to deed 
the the Admiral’s 
Dewey did a foolish thing when he mar- 


action, anda week Dewey 


property to son. 


ried a Roman Catholic. His humilia- 
tion will be a warning to other public 
men to avoid entangling alliances, po 


4 


litical or social, with Romanism. 4, 
~~ 


; 


Ate Lord copies. 


CHRIST’S MISSION DEBT. 





How ardently do I long for the time 
when the above heading shall disappear 
from THE CONVERTED CATHOLIc and 
the debt itself go with it ! The magazine 
was never intended to be a begging cir- 
cular. I told the treasurer of Christ’s 
Mission so when it was first proposed 
that contributions for the payment of 
the building should be announced in the 
magazine. It has been against my will 
that this was ever done. The maga- 
zine hasa higher mission than to solicit 
money for the payment ofa building. It 
is a good work to ask and receive aud 
use money for such a purpose, but this 
magazine is not the place where the sub- 
ject shouid be referred to. Circum- 
stances over which I had no contrul com- 
pelled me to make room for 
tices about the debt from time to 
time, but I never liked that part of the 
work. I think this magazine has a 
higher and nobler work to do—to make 
plain the way of salvation through 
Christ alone, to lift Him up before the 
eyes of all that they might see Him and 
know Him as the loving Saviour, to open 
blind eyes and set free the captives whom 
Romanism holds in bondage and to op- 
pose vigorously the attempts of the Ro- 
man Church to establish in our Repub- 


no- 


lic the claims to supremacy that have 
been rejected even by Catholic nations. 
If I can keep to that line of work in the 
magazine my labor will not be in vain. 
3ut soliciting money to free the build- 
ing from debt and carry on the werk of 
the Mission would wear me out. The 
debt is a small one—only $3,400, and it 
could easily be paid by Christmas if all 
who are interested in the work would 
send a contribution after reading this. 
Then the heading, ‘‘CHrIST's MISSION 
DrEsT,’’ would disappear, and the work 
of the-Mission_would continue until 
> Gdd_grant it! 
FIN J. A. O'C. 


~~ 








